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Who Knew? 
Raising money can bring people together, and inspiring caring, 

connection, and team spirit? Our first time CHARIDY campaign 

successfully did all of this, plus it raised money!  We are so grateful to 

every one of us who made this happen:  matchers who generously 

pledged funding, facebookers and texters who, young and old, 

expressed love for Hebrew Day while reaching out asking for 

contributions, volunteers who did everything from setting up our 

command center to perfecting the messages that were used, and, last 

but not least, the 661 donors who logged on within the 24 hour 

window and contributed.  Wow! What an uplifting outpouring of 

commitment and togetherness. Mazel Tov. 

  #GratefulToYou for making  

    #HebrewDay truly  

      #FeelLikeHome.   
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 Parshat Vayeshev 
OVERVIEW: Parshat VaYeshev (Gen. Ch. 37 – 40) 
 
Yaakov settles in the land of Canaan. His favorite son, Yosef, brings him critical reports about his brothers. Yaakov makes Yosef 
a fine tunic of multi-colored woolen strips. Yosef exacerbates his brothers' hatred by recounting prophetic dreams of sheaves 
of wheat bowing to his sheaf, and of the sun, moon and stars bowing to him, signifying that all his family will appoint him king. 
The brothers indict Yosef and resolve to execute him. When Yosef comes to Shechem, the brothers relent and decide, at 
Reuven's instigation, to throw him into a pit instead. Reuven's intent was to save Yosef. Yehuda persuades the brothers to take 
Yosef out of the pit and sell him to a caravan of passing Ishmaelites. Reuven returns to find the pit empty and rends his clothes. 
The brothers soak Yosef's tunic in goat's blood and show it to Yaakov, who assumes that Yosef has been devoured by a wild 
beast. Yaakov is inconsolable. Meanwhile, in Egypt, Yosef has been sold to Potiphar, Pharaoh's Chamberlain of the Butchers. In 
the Parsha's sub-plot, Yehuda's son Er dies as punishment for preventing his wife Tamar from becoming pregnant. Onan, 
Yehuda's second son, then weds Tamar by levirate marriage. He too is punished in similar circumstances. When Yehuda's wife 
dies, Tamar resolves to have children through Yehuda, as this union will found the Davidic line culminating in the Mashiach. 
Meanwhile, Yosef rises to power in the house of his Egyptian master. His extreme beauty attracts the unwanted advances of 
his master's wife. Enraged by his rejection, she accuses Yosef of attempting to seduce her, and he is imprisoned. In jail, Yosef 
successfully predicts the outcome of the dream of Pharaoh's wine steward, who is reinstated; and the dream of Pharaoh's 
baker, who is hanged. In spite of his promise, the wine steward forgets to help Yosef, and Yosef languishes in jail. (C) 2017 Ohr 
Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA:   Our father Abraham had to deal mainly with his son 
Isaac in order to continue the tradition of monotheism and 
humanity that he had begun. His other children were sent 
away from his home so that in effect all of his efforts were 
concentrated on his son Isaac. Isaac himself had two sons, 
Jacob and Esau. He attempted to divide his attention and share 
his legacy with both of them. 
  
The sons were of greatly different temperament and potential 
and Jacob found it impossible to reconcile the two. Both would 
now be forced to go their separate ways in life and in history. It 
was recognized early on that the two personalities would 
never mesh and therefore only through Jacob would the legacy 
of Abraham and Isaac be fulfilled. 
  
Now we see that Jacob had 12 sons. Every father and mother 
knows that every child is different and the wise parent 
recognizes the subtleties of those differences and incorporates 
them into the parenting process. Now just imagine having to 
deal with 12 different sons each one of whom had a different 
personality, different talents and different perspectives on life 
and the family. 
  
Jacob himself in his final words to his sons at the end of this 
book describes each of them in a different way, emphasizing 
their characteristics, talents and abilities. So, it shall not be 
surprising that sibling frictions abounded in his family. What is 
surprising is that apparently all of those frictions were 
channeled into the contest between Joseph and his 10 
brothers. 
  
That Joseph was the lightning rod for all of the differences in 
the family is clear from the description of the Torah in this 
week's reading. The Torah tells us that they could not speak 

peacefully one with another. The commentators over the 
centuries have provided various reasons for the behavior of 
both Jacob and Joseph as to why this family discord occurred. 
However it is clear from the biblical narrative itself that Joseph 
was so special, both in his own mind and in the eyes of his 
father, and that the brothers felt threatened by the family 
situation that he created. 
  
The task of reconciling 12 different personalities, all of them 
strong and powerful, would now occupy the rest of the 
narrative of the Torah. The ability to live in peace and 
harmony, given the fact that there are always varied 
personalities, ideas and viewpoints has remained the main 
challenge in Jewish life today. It would take a tortured and 
completely unpredictable path to reunite Joseph and his 
brothers and allow the people of Israel to be formed positively. 
  
At the end of the story the brothers are reconciled with Joseph 
but their different personalities still do not meld. Reconciliation 
in human terms is always a process and there is no magic 
bullet or instant formula that can accomplish it. It takes time 
and patience and changing circumstances and eventually the 
intervention of Heaven itself to bring about true family and 
national reconciliation. 
  
Hopefully we are in the midst of such a process, with all of its 
ups and downs, in our current struggles in the Jewish world. 
The story of Joseph and his brothers and their eventual 
reconciliation should provide us with hope and faith for our 
future as well. 
 
Shabat shalom.  Happy Chanuka   
Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2017 
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Pictured to the left faculty get together -  

after two days of parent teacher conferences teachers 

and staff relaxed and shared some good time together. 

Students made electronic dreidels courtesy of CIJE! Science rocks! 

STEM + TORAH = #HebrewDay 

This week parent teacher conferences were held. 

This was an important time to connect parents to 

the classroom and to teachers as well. Open 

communication and effective collaboration is the 

key to long term success. Thank you to all the 

parents who came in and we wish the best for the 

rest of the school y ear. 
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Mazal Tov… 

...Stephanie Bailund Witte Leighton(HDS Class 

of 2006) on birth of a son in Israel on Sunday. 

...Ariel Chait on marriage in Mendoza, 

Argentina, and to proud grandmother Sarah 

Artenstein.  

...Moises and Jennifer Eilemberg on their 

marriage. 

...Noam Silverman (HDS Class of 2005) on the birth of a baby boy in 

New York. 

...Jordan Lerner on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to proud parents 

Joseph and Jennifer Lerner.  Special Mazal Tov to grandparents Steve 

& Bobbe Reitman and Allen & Toni Gruber, and Aunt Elaine and Uncle 

Fred Lepow.   

...Ariel Haim on becoming Bar Mitzvah in Israel and to proud parents 

Shlomit and Yaaqov Haim. 

…Rabbi and Mrs. Effie Loffman (SCY High) on the birth of a baby girl. 

 

Condolences to… 

...Dr. Martin Mally on the loss of his mother, Mrs. Nora Mally, a"h.   
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